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FY2018 TNC Fire Numbers

The Nature Conservancy works to maintain fire's
beneficial role in nature and improve fire safety.

Annual Fire Numbers
[ 43 US states ]

119,633 acres, 641 burns
357,058 acres of burn assists
48 wildfires on TNC lands
Africa- 250 acres training burns
Australia- 3,233,000 acres burned

Data: B. Heumann and H. Montanye, Sept. 2018;

Photos: (Heumann) South Carolina 2018.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
TNC staff in the US are trained under national wildland qualification system, a professional certification recognized by all US states. 
Staff activities include:
Wildfire suppression- on TNC lands, while assisting federal, state or local fire suppression authorities, and on interagency wildfire crew assignments
Controlled burns- staff and volunteers on average lead about 120,000 acres of burns a year in the US; staff also provide assistance on the burns of others varying annually from 100,000 to 300,000+ acres; cooperative efforts are important because they improve safety margins, increase good fire outcomes and facilitate learning and continuous improvement.
Outside the US- TNC staff and contractors provide training and assistance to conservation partners managing protected and indigenous lands.
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641 Planned Burns
Average size - 198 acres

37 Non-broadcast
burn events,
e.g. pile burning
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Presentation Notes
US map of controlled burns FY2018
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Benef|C|aI fire- restorlng nature

Fire-adapted: plants, animals, and habitat improved by fire


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Burn Objectives include: improving habitat for wildlife and rare or unique species; increasing native diversity and abundance of native plants and animals; reducing invasive and non-native species; restoring forests composition and structure; regenerating trees and other species that depend upon fire; reducing hazardous accumulations of fuels such as dry grass, brush and woody debris.
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Prescribed Fire, U.S. Acres Burned by TNC 1988-2018
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31 years of TNC annual burn numbers; a 2018 ten year average of 121,670 acres
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Top Ten States
Burn Acres Number of Burns Burn Assists
State Acres Burns

State SlEs SUNNS - State Burns Acres

Oklahoma 22,107 25 Minnesota 9,926 51 Florida 65 101 691

Florida 16,638 32 North Carolina 3,536 50 Alabama 54 57 727

Minnesota 9,926 51 lllinois 3,047 50 North Carolina 125 44,910

Missouri 8,411 33 Georgia 6,891 46 Georgia 59 24,560

Kansas 7,595 18 Arkansas 4,819 41 South Carolina 37 22,490

Louisiana 7,074 24 Missouri 8,411 33 Oklahoma 22 18,464

Georgia 6,891 46 Florida 16,638 32 Minnesota 37 15,454

Texas 5,220 20 Indiana 2,394 28 North Dakota 4 13,920

Arkansas 4,819 41 Oklahoma 22,107 25 Kentucky 16 11,305

South Carolina 4,038 20 Louisiana 7,074 24 Virginia 20 8,377


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Top 10 states for controlled burn activity in Fiscal Year 2018.
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US Burn Assists FY2018
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357,058 acres
636 burns
in 35 states

Predominantly publicly funded
projects for the reciprocal sharing
of qualified personnel and burn
equipment between conservation
partners. Improving capacity,
quality and safety of the work.
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Presentation Notes
Assists on controlled burns, US programs.
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Reportable Incidents FY2018

« Escaped burn 1
« spot fires off-property and quickly contained 6

* Injury related incidents 3
. Cut arm
. Knee sprain (x2)

« Vehicle Accident 1
o« Wildfire 1

(caused by misc. staff activity)


Presenter
Presentation Notes
All reported incidents in FY2018 were of low to moderate consequence in terms of outcomes. All incidents were evaluated within the business units and injury accidents reported appropriately, including follow-up review of causes and future improvements considered. The Nature Conservancy has an excellent safety record within the field of practice. And an excellent reporting culture within the organization supports continuous learning and improvement. Learning from near-miss incidents is codified into TNC reporting protocols, e.g. spot fires off property and quickly contained with on-site personnel and equipment.
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48 Wildfires on TNC
Lands in the US.

19,104 TNC acres total

Average size - 398 acres

Note- The second half of 2017
experienced extreme fire weather
in the western US. A single wildfire
in Montana burned 8,000 acres of
TNC land.
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Presentation Notes
Wildfires on TNC property for FY2018. This period is July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018.
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Beneficial fire- fire safety

Prescribed Fire Training Exchanges
and Cooperative Burning

Thinning and burning forest

near communities TNC, Fire Departments, and
local landowners working
together in new WayS Photos: (Chad Bladow) Washington 2018.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Burn Objectives include: reducing vegetation that has expanded in the absence of regular occurrence of fire; restoring forests to reduce possible impacts from wildfire during hot, windy and dangerous conditions; engaging youth and communities to change what fire safety looks and feels like, creating a more safe space for people and nature.

Experiential training events support landscape restoration and resiliency, fire adapted communities and workforce capacity-building. This effort is supported by a cooperative agreement between The Nature Conservancy, USDA Forest Service and agencies of the Department of the Interior, administered by staff of the North America Conservation Region.
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2017 Hurricane Response
US Virgin Islands impacted (Sept)

21 Conservation staff from 12 states

3 fire crews mobilized (Oct)

Six weeks of recovery and cleanup

Challenges:
Travel restrictions/ complexity
Physical effort in hot, humid weather
Ever-changing conditions
Supplies / Logistics

Wins:
Preserves repaired and reopened
Streams cleared, flooding reduced

One Conservancy response to needs SR (O \/irgin Islands Hurricane Recovery
(Nature.org Stories in the Caribbean)

More Information:

Photos by TNC


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 2017 Atlantic hurricane season was one of the worst in recorded history, resulting in catastrophic damage to multiple Caribbean islands. Category 5 Hurricanes Irma and Maria tore through the region within two weeks of each other, hitting several islands the Conservancy helps protect. In the U.S. Virgin Islands, Irma pummeled St. Thomas and St. John, followed by Maria’s devastation of St. Croix.
In response to these disasters, the Conservancy put a plan in motion to help nature and people in the Virgin Islands, which is home to stunning nature preserves, nationally protected waters, coral restoration nurseries and endangered sea turtle nesting sites.

Conservancy fire crews from over ten states in the mainland U.S. were mobilized to the ravaged islands. These crews typically conduct controlled burns across U.S. landscapes to support healthy ecosystems but, in this time of need, they flew to the scene with much-needed gear and supplies, ready to devote lots of sweat and tireless work to move recovery efforts forward. They removed dangerous debris from roads, reestablished safe access to nature preserves, national parks, and public access trails, and helped restore landscapes, coasts and wildlife sites. They also worked closely with local government to prevent destructive post-hurricane flooding by clearing debris from streams and roads.

https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-we-work/caribbean/stories-in-caribbean/virgin-islands-post-hurricane-recovery-crew/
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For Questions
Contact:

Blane Heumann s,

Director of Fire Management
bheumann@tnc.org

+1 (929) 279-3473 (Office)

O s e S
Photo by Trey Davis

More Information:

Maintaining Fire's Natural Role

(www.nature.org - how we work)

Fire & Landscapes

(conservationgateway.org)

Fire Management Manual (TNC)

(www.tncfiremanual.org)



mailto:bheumann@tnc.org
https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-we-work/united-states/pennsylvania/stories-in-pennsylvania/pennsylvania-why-we-burn/
http://www.conservationgateway.org/ConservationPractices/FireLandscapes/Pages/fire-landscapes.aspx
http://www.tncfiremanual.org/index.htm
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